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So ended the coronation of George the Fourth.

and ends were whisked away in a moment. "It was a complete
scramble."

In the beginning of August the King went to Ireland. He
was in his yacht off Holyhead when the news came to him that
Caroline was gravely ill. At a performance at Drury Lane
Theatre she had drunk a glass of lemonade: "I am poisoned!*5
she cried, and in great pain had been taken home. Whether
poisoned or not her miserable existence was nearly at its
end.
On the seventh there came further news to the King. Caro-
line was dead.
He appeared much overcome, ordered the masts of the
squadron to be lowered, and then, leaving the deck, went
below. What, in the solitude of his cabin, where his ruminating
eye had only the monotonous stretch of water on which to
look, what, at that moment, one greatly wonders, were his
thoughts. .. .
Caroline's body was taken to Harwich, and then back across
the water over which, with Lord Malmesbury at her side, she
had sailed twenty-six years before, "vastly happy with her future
expectations" Late on the night of August the 28th, lit by the
glare of torches, her coffin was placed in the mausoleum at
Brunswick.
Caroline had not been dead many weeks when George IV
decided to go to Hanover, at that time attached to the
English crown. He wished to replenish his stable with more of
the cream-coloured horses from the Hanoverian stud, that on
especial occasions drew the royal coach, and it would be
interesting to go over and choose them himself. Then, too, the
more than friendly reception that had been given him in Ire-
land, the frantic cheers as he drove along touching at intervals
a great bunch of shamrock in his hat, had been so delightful
to experience after the hostility he had endured from the
English mob, that it seemed worth the effort of going to Ger-
many on the chance of receiving further appreciation.
He embarked at Gravesend on the 2 2nd of September, and
"after a rather rough passage, which he endured reclining on
a sofa, he landed safely at Calais."